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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tran et 
al. (US 20040001533 A1) 

Regarding claim 1 Tran et al. discloses a method for optimizing the number of 
power outputs of an electronic control device (See figure 1 element 1 12) of the 
application specific integrated circuit type (120) mounted onto a printed circuit board 
(Figure 1), the number of power outputs required depending on the application, 
characterized in that it consists in mounting into two packages (126,128) having 
geometrically identical connecting configurations, an integrated circuit of a first type 
comprising a first number of power outputs and an integrated circuit of a second type 
comprising a second number of power outputs, respectively, in such a manner as to 
make said two circuits compatible for their installation on the printed circuit board (See 
figure 1), and to provide at least two locations on the board for the installation of said 
two packages (126,128), the number of power outputs (123) required for the application 
being obtained by installing in said locations at least two circuits chosen from between 
said integrated circuit of the first type (120) and said integrated circuit of the second 
type (122). 
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Regarding claim 2 as applied claim 1 above Tran et al. discloses, characterized in 
that the integrated circuit of the first type (See figure 1) and the integrated circuit of the 
second type (122) are designed to have a difference of two outputs (123 and 124). 

Regarding claim 3 as applied claims 1 and 2 above Tran et al. discloses, 
characterized in that the integrated circuits (120) of the first type and of the second type 
are encapsulated within a package of the PQFN type. 

Regarding claim 4 as applied claims 1 and 3 above Tran et al. discloses, 
characterized in that the integrated circuits (120) of the first type (120) and of the 
second type (122) are encapsulated within a package of the QFN type. (See figure 4) 

Regarding claim 5 Tran et al. discloses An electronic control device (See figure 1 
element 1 12) of the application specific integrated circuit type (120) mounted onto a 
printed circuit board (Figure 1), said device comprising a stage (105,107) with power 
outputs whose number depends on the application targeted, characterized in that said 
power output stage comprises at least two circuits over which the required number of 
power outputs is distributed, said two circuits being chosen from a set comprising an 
integrated circuit of a first type comprising a first number of power outputs and an 
integrated circuit of a second type comprising a second number of power outputs, said 
circuits of the first and of the second type being respectively mounted into two packages 
(126,128) having geometrically identical connection configurations, in such a manner as 
to make said two circuits compatible for their installation on the printed circuit board 
(See figure 1). 

Regarding claim 6 as applied claims 5 above Tran et al discloses, characterized 
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in that the integrated circuit (120) of the first type comprises six power outputs. (See 
claim 38, i.e. modification module comprising a first modification module input coupled 
to the first input, a second modification module input coupled to the second output, and 
a modification module output to provide the first binary representation of the first digital 
signal based on a first plurality noise states) 

Regarding claim 7 as applied claims 5 and 6 above Tran et al. discloses, 
characterized in that the integrated circuit (120) of the second type comprises eight 
power outputs (105,107). 

Regarding claim 8 as applied claims 5 and 7 above Tran et al. discloses, 
characterized in that the integrated circuit (120) of the first type comprises one eight- 
amp output three three- amp outputs and two one-amp outputs. (See figure 1) 

Regarding claim 9 as applied claims 5 and 8 above Tran et al. discloses, 
characterized in that the integrated circuit (120) of the second type (128) comprises 
one eight-amp output, four three- amp outputs and three one-amp outputs. [See section 
0031 , i.e. the receiver power spreading modules 120 and 122 will implement an 
identical power spreading function. Therefore, for purposes of illustration, only one of 
the receiver power spreading modules] 

Citation of Relevant Art 
Irwin et al. (2006/0279038 A1) teaches an electronic display and a card interface 
adapted to receive a game card having data that represents a particular game outcome 
such that connection of the card to the interface can result the game being played by 
the device with the particular outcome displayed on the display. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abiy Getachew whose telephone number is (571) 272 
6932. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8Am to 4:30Pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean A. Reichard can be reached on (571) 272 1984. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Abiy Getachew 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2841 

A.G. 

August 14, 2007 
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